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“Sometimes
 the little 
 things in 
 life mean  
the most.”

 - Ellen Hopkins

Honoring those who serve...

G

Volunteer of the Year Brenda McIntee is congratulated by Stark 
County Commissioner Janet Weir Creighton.

uardian Support Services, Inc. recently held its 6th Annual Awards Dinner 
honoring health care workers from local care facilities and volunteer guardians 
from the Guardian Support Services organization.  GSS executive director, 
Diana Espenschied, said that "we cannot begin to thank those who work with 
the elderly."  Espenschied stated, "They are the ones that feed, bathe and 
provide care for our loved ones.  The Annual Awards Dinner was created to 
provide a wonderful opportunity to say thank you to those who serve the 
elderly on a daily basis."

All care facilities in Stark County are asked to participate by nominating an 
employee they believe is an outstanding health care worker and secondly, an 
outstanding guardian.  A GSS selection committee considers all of the 
nominations and selects two top winners, one in the category of Health Care 
Worker of the Year and the second in the category of Volunteer Guardian of 
the Year.

Every person who is nominated receives a special recognition certificate and a 
rose given at the dinner.  Winners are presented with award plaques.

Sandra Watkins Cleaver, GSS senior advisor, presented this year's top winners.  

Michele Casler, the 
activities director from The 
Pines, was chosen as Health 
Care Worker of the Year. 

Brenda McIntee, serving 
Canterbury Villa of 
Alliance, was selected as 
Volunteer Guardian of the 
Year.

(Story continued on p 2)



Awards event continued from page one

Stark County Commissioner Janet Weir 
Creighton served as the program emcee.

Brenda McIntee,
Volunteer Guardian-of-the-Year

Michele Casler,
Health Care Worker-of-the-Year

Story continues at 
bottom of page 3.

Michele Casler was described by The Pines as 
"someone who takes the time to really get to know 
the residents personally and has fulfilled many of 
the residents wishes over the years;  be it a ride on 
a motorcycle, playing the drums one more time for a
Dixie-land band, a lift in a hot air balloon, or simply helping a resident 
connect with a long lost friend or family member."

The nomination stated that "Michele is really the 'heartbeat' of The Pines.  
She has been a wonderful role-model over the years in teaching other staff 
members how to honor our seniors.  Many family members of past residents 
continue to come to The Pines as volunteers or visitors because Michele has 
helped make it a friendly place.  Michele has touched over 1,000+ seniors' 
lives at The Pines over the past 22 years and I guarantee (she) has made each 
and every one feel special."

Congratulations Michele!

Brenda McIntee was voted the Volunteer Guardian of the Year.  Canterbury Villa described her as being "very involved 
with her wards and she treats them like her family members.  Brenda frequently visits and goes above and beyond for her 
wards."

The facility explained that "she is constantly showing extra acts of kindness, ranging from bringing in birthday gifts or a 
snack, to providing extra emotional support when needed."

Brenda, according to Canterbury Villa, is a special guardian because "she is so compassionate and readily available to her 
wards.  We know that Brenda is always just a call away, and she is always willing to go the extra mile for her wards.  She 
attends medical appointments for her wards, visits with them on their birthdays/holidays, and brings gifts/treats.  Brenda 
came in immediately to provide emotional support for one of her wards when her sister died."  

The facility continued, "Brenda has such a kind heart.  While she continues making effective decisions for her wards, she 
involves them when possible and really considers what they want in making decisions.  Brenda understands that above all 
else her 'wards' are people.  She is an amazing guardian and person!"

Congratulations Brenda!

Michele Casler, Health Care Winner

Brenda McIntee, Guardian Winner

The other nominees for Guardian of the Year were:  Helen Shonk, Stone Crossing Care by Lamplight Communities; Paula 
Lane, Altercare of Alliance; Amy Francis, Altercare of Navarre; Miriam Baughman, Oakhill Manor Care; and Diane 
Rodak, Green Meadows.

Nominees for Health Care Employee of the Year were:  Katrina Mitchell, Stone Crossing Care by Lamplight Communities; 
Taressa Beard, Amherst Meadows; Kathy Hammond, Amherst Meadows; Dawn Collins, Oakhill Manor Care; Sheila 
Magyar, The Inn at Belden Village; Jerry Rizor, Canton Health Care; Lisa Sanders, Green Meadows; Shannon Conley, 
Roselawn Gardens; Deanna Mockerman, Altercare of Nobles Pond.



Canton Quilters Guild:

Awards Dinner continued from page 2.

Senior Advisor, Sandra Watkins Cleaver receiving 
her Gracie award from Secretary, Connie Calhoun 
and flowers from her husband, Ken.

Stories from Guardians...

Major sponsors include:  Firestone Polymers; Cleaver & Sokolowski Law Office; Crossroads Hospice; Paul & 
Susan Feaser; The Dean G. & Jane G. Lauritzen Philanthropic Fund; ViaQuest Hospice; Oakhill Manor; Passion 
Blues Restaurant & Club; and Thomas Semple, Esq.
Individual Sponsors include:  Martha Busto; Delores Corn; Janet Creighton; Dean & Marie Cutlip; Diana 
Espenschied, Esq; Amanda Gray; James Kandel, Esq; Hanna Kirk; Michelle Lepsesty; Cindy Lazor; Jennifer Lile, 
Esq; Dr. & Mrs. Daniel McDonnell; Dr. Harry McDonnell; Suzanne McIntee; Patricia A. Miller; Sandra Monnot; 
Judge Dixie Park; Richard Pryce; Judge W. Don Reader; Karlene Riley; Sharon Salem; Richard & Jayne Sterner; 
Johanna Varn; Atty. & Mrs. Richard Weber. 

More than 170 attended the dinner which was held at First Christian Church.

Stories of interactions between guardians and wards are always popular.  
We have included a few for the Thanksgiving issue of the newsletter.

"I was able to connect with my ward's brother who lives in Paris via 
facebook.  He is the only family member from my ward's past that he 
wants to keep in contact with.  My ward, with my help, is able to 
communicate with his brother on the computer at the care facility or with 
my phone.  My ward is so excited!  His brother is coming to visit in 
October or November.  He has not seen him in almost 3 years."  JV

"I visited my ward yesterday.  There is a piano in the care facility.  I found a book of 'old songs' on the rack.  I sat 
down and started playing.  The ladies began singing and clapping.  Each time I came to the end of a song they called 
for more.  I spent about a half an hour and they were all smiling and happy when I left.  I promised to come back 
next month and play 'Over the River and Through the Woods'.  That made some of the ladies very happy."  SG

"On my most recent visit to my ward I learned that his manual wheelchair had arrived.  The physical therapist 
adjusted it for him.  It may not seem like a big deal, but for him it was like getting a Cadillac!  He finally has a 
wheelchair made to fit him.  We've been jumping through hoops since March for this.  We went to Wendy's for 
lunch to celebrate.  It's the little things in life than mean the most and create lasting memories." JV

The Banquet Committee decided to present a "Gracie Award" (Gracie is the name for our angel logo) to someone in 
the community who makes a real difference to Guardian Support Services.

Sandra played an important role in the beginning of GSS and 
continues to do so.  As the founder of GSS, she worked 
tirelessly to obtain our non-profit status.  She spent many hours 
in meetings trying to find a solution to funding issues.  She gave 
an enormous amount of time to issues such as selecting a board, 
soliciting volunteers, speaking in the community and a plethora 
of things that come up with the start-up of a new organization.  
Sandra served as the acting executive director for the first year.

We decided to choose one person that provides not only financial support, but ongoing personal assistance to the 
organization.  The committee was delighted to present the first ever "Gracie Award" for outstanding service to the 
GSS founder and current Sr. Advisor, Attorney Sandra Watkins Cleaver.

GSS has no better friend than Sandra Watkins Cleaver.  The work 
she does is not for attention but for the benefit of the less fortunate 
and never for self-praise, but for the glory of God, whom she so 
faithfully serves.

The "Gracie Award"



Guardian Support Services, Inc.
Board of Directors

Ellen P. Linz ...................................................... Chair
Daniel R. Griffith ........................................Treasurer
Connie Calhoun .......................................... Secretary
Dr. Dana Gammill ......................................... Member
Brian C. Layman...........................................Member
Judge W. Don Reader ................................... Member

Sandra Watkins Cleaver ..................... Senior Advisor
Diana Espenschied .......................Executive Director

Guardian Support Services, Inc.
Goodwill Community Campus

408 9th Street, SW
Canton, OH 44707

(330) 437-3720
www.GuardianSupportServices.com

Interested in Volunteering?
Please call us at 330-437-3720

From the desk of...
Our Director 
Diana Espenschied

Please Friend us on Facebook!

It’s a great way to keep up with the 
latest GSS news and activities and to 
help your friends learn more about 

Guardian Support Services, Inc.

www.GuardianSupportServices.com

GSS produced an 8 minute video geared to church attendees using 
grant money received from the Henry and Louise Timken 
Foundation.  Our plan is to distribute the DVDs to Stark County 
churches in the hope that the video will be shown in a Sunday 
school setting, a women or men's club meeting or during morning 
announcements.

We would also like to distribute the DVD to other clubs, organizations or civic groups who are 
willing to play the video.  GSS will provide promotional literature and we are willing to go to 
various venues and speak to organizations.  We are hopeful that these efforts will result in additional 
volunteers to serve as guardians.

Please contact GSS if you know of any interested venues.




